WIP Verse Novel “Chapter” Critique Worksheet (5 poems)

My questions for this work-in-progress critique session: 
Please add your questions here at the top – this is where we will begin our session.

My children’s book verse novel synopsis:
Sum up the main action of each poem in your current draft with a line or two about each poem and copy the synopsis here. (Seeing how and where the 5 poems you are sending in for this call fit in the overall story will help us edit them.) 5 poems x 12 minutes each = 60 minutes  

My children’s book verse novel “chapter” manuscript:
In a prose chapter, there are 3-5 scenes in each chapter. In a verse novel, each poem acts as a scene. That means each poem has a setting, words or phrases that show the time and the location of the speaker during their poem. Each poem also has a story beat, an action that leads to a reaction. To help us see these key elements in your poems, please highlight the setting words in green, highlight the actions in yellow, and highlight the reactions in blue.

1. Add this line BEFORE the words in your manuscript: When this poem (chapter) begins, [add the main character’s name] wants [add a physical goal that can be seen with actions] because [add an emotional goal that can be shown with feelings].

If your poems lead from one to another to form a chapter about a SINGLE character, answer these “before and after” questions for the entire group of poems. 

If your poems change narrators as they are read, answer these “before and after” questions each time a new narrator speaks.  

2. Add this line AFTER the words in your manuscript: When this poem (chapter) ends, NOW [add the main character’s name] wants [add a physical goal that can be seen with actions] because [add an emotional goal that can be shown with feelings].

Understanding the main character’s physical and emotional goals at the beginning and the end of the poem (chapter) will help us see if the poem (chapter) had turned. If the physical and emotional goals don’t change at the end of the poem (chapter) that means the poem (chapter) doesn’t have a turning point—yet. 

Although the main character’s ultimate goal remains the same throughout the story, reaching that ultimate goal requires constant change as physical and emotional obstacles block the way over and over and over. Unwelcome surprises keep the characters off guard and that makes the story interesting for your readers.  

Thanks!
Anastasia
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